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the tropical genus Nepenthes (Fig. 65). The species of Sarracenia
are rosette plants; that is, the leaves arise in a cluster from a
very short stem. The species of Nepenthes are vines on which the
pitchers are borne at the ends of long, tendril-like leaves. Insects
are drowned in the water hi the pitchers. In the pitchers of the
genus Sarracenia, the insects are decomposed by the action of
bacteria, while the pitchers of the genus Nepenthes excrete a diges-

Fic. 63. Sarracenia, a pitcher plant, showing flowers
and pitcher leaves. Modified after Barton

Fie. 64. Pitcher leaf of
Sarracenia, ( X $)

tive fluid. After the insects are decomposed, the products are
absorbed by the leaves. The pitchers of Nepenthes frequently
collect so much clear water that it can be used by people for drink-
ing. In such cases it would seem probable that the leaves not only
furnish the plants with materials from the bodies of the captured
insects but also with water.
Sundews. The sundews (Drosera spp.) are small plants which
have their leaves arranged in the form of a rosette (Fig. 66). These
leaves are thickly covered with glands which are borne on slender